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Grade Level: Three-Five
Subject: Soctal Studies
Objective: Students will be able to learn about a setting by guiding their

classmates and participating through a dramatic tour guide.

Materials:
¢ Research sources
 Paper
e  Writing Utensils
Procedure: Students will

1. Choose a setting that they would like to learm more
about and are interested in.

2. Rescarch the setting then write out the information in a
format that would suit a tour guide. Students can use
nothing but their words and their acting to accurately
present the tour.

3. Stand in front of the class in their pairs and “take their
classmates on a tour™ of the setting they chose
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Grade Level: Three-Five
Subject: Social Studies
Objective: Students will be able to identify the boundaries around the United

States and other countries.

Materials:
* Map or Globe
e Wnting utensil
® Paper
Procedure: Students will:

1. Define and discuss the word “boundary.”

2. Look at a map, and list some of the boundaries shown.

3. Discuss natural versus human-made boundaries and the
reasons people tend to create boundaries.

4. Discuss what life might be like along a national
boundary.

5. View a map of the California-Mexico border, and list
the differences they notice between the two sides

6. Read and view pictures of Tijuana, Mexico, and discuss
what it might be like to live there or in San Ysidro,
California, right across the border.

7. Research daily lifc and culture in Mexico and the
United States, particularly in border areas.

8. Pretend to live along the U.S.-Mexico border, and write
a dialogue between themselves and kids who live' on
the other side.
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United States Introduction

Background: Britain's American colonies broke with the mother country in 1776 and were recognized
as the new nation of the United States of America following the Treaty of Paris in 1783
During the 18th and 20th centuries. 37 new states were added to the original 13 as the
nation expanded across the North American continent and acquired a number of
overseas possessions. The two most traumatic experiences in the nation's history were
the Civil War (1861-65) and the Great Depression of the 1930s. Buoyed by victories in
Wortd Wars | and Il and the end of the Cold War in 1991, the US remains the world's
most powerful nation-state. The economy is marked by steady growth. low
unemployment and inflation, and rapid advances in technology.

United States Geography T

Location: North America, bordering both the North Atlantic Ocean and the North Pacific Ocean,
between Canada and Mexico

Geographic 3800 N, 97 00 W
coordinates:

Map references: North America
Area: fotal: 9,629,091 sq km
land: 8,158,960 sq km
water. 470,131 sq km

note: includes only the 50 states and District of Columbia
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Land boundaries:

Coastline:

Maritime claims:

Climate:

Terrain:

Elevation extremes:

Natural resources:

Land use:

Irrigated land:

Natural hazards:

Environment -
current issues:

Environment -
international

about one-half the size of Russia; about three-tenths the size of Africa; about one-hatf
the size of South America (or slightly larger than Brazil); slightly larger than China; about
two and one-half times the size of Western Europe

total: 12,248 km

border countries: Canada 8,893 km (including 2,477 km with Alaska), Cuba 29 km (US
Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay), Mexico 3,326 km

note: Guantanamo Navai Base is leased by the US and thus remains part of Cuba
19,924 km

contiguous zone: 24 NM

continental shelf: not specified

exclusive economic zone: 200 NM

territorial sea: 12 NM

mostly temperate, but tropical in Hawaii and Florida, arctic in Alaska, semiarid in the
great piains west of the Mississippi River, and arid in the Great Basin of the southwest,
low winter temperatures in the northwest are ameliorated occasionally in January and
February by warm chinook winds from the eastern slopes of the Rocky Mountains

vast central plain, mountains in west, hills and low mountains in east; rugged mountains
and broad river valleys in Alaska; rugged, volcanic topography in Hawaii

fowest point: Death Valley -86 m
highest point: Mount McKinley 6,194 m

coal, copper, lead, molybdenum, phosphates, uranium, bauxite, goid, iron, mercury,
nickel, potash, silver, tungsten, zinc, petroieum, natural gas, timber

arable land: 19%

permanent crops: 0%
permanent pastures: 25%
forests and woodland: 30%
other. 26% (1993 est.)
207,000 sq km (1993 est.)

tsunamis, volcanoes, and earthquake activity around Pacific Basin; hurricanes along the
Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico coasts; tornadoes in the midwest and southeast; mud slides
in California; forest fires in the wast; flooding; permafrost in northern Alaska, a major
impediment to development

air pollution resulting in acid rain in both the US and Canada; the US is the iargest single
emitter of carbon dioxide from the burning of fossit fuels; water poliution from runoff of
pesticides and fertilizers; very limited natural fresh water resources in much of the
westermn part of the country require careful management; desertification

party to: Air Pollution, Air Pollution-Nitrogen Oxides, Antarctic-Environmental Protocol,
Antarctic-Marine Living Resources, Antarctic Seals, Antarctic Treaty, Climate Change,
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The term “boundary™ most commonly refers to an imaginary line separating one country from another
There are also boundaries between smaller political units, such as states. provinces. and counties Pohtical
boundaries are alwavs human devices for partiioming areas. but they often follow phvsical features. such as
Tivers or mountains For a part ofits length. the boundary between the United States and Mexico foilows
the Rio Grande. The boundary between France and Spa:n follows the crest of the Pvrenees The area on
etther side of u boundary 1s known as a border or, in some cases. a frontier

Geographers are concerned with other kinds of boundaries as well. For exampic. there are linguistic
boundartes between areas where d:fferent languages are spoken. economic boundaries between different
marketing centers, and social boundaries between different nerghborhoods Usually these kinds of
boundaries are not sharply defined the way the political ones are. rather. they represent transition zones

o
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Grade Level: Three-Five
Subject: Social Studies
Objective: Students will be able to imagine that a puppet is a new friend, and

try different ways to befriend the puppet, discuss why peopic
react in different ways to greetings, discuss different types of
greetings, learn how to greet people from other countries,
including Afghanistan, and write an imaginary friend in
Afghanistan. telling him or her about their hometown.

Materials:
*  Map of Afghanistan
e Puppet
* Globe or political world map
* Index cards
« Internet connection (optional)
Procedure: Students will:

1. Review ways to say hello to a new friend.

2. Use the puppet as their new friend to meet, and they
must tatk to them and figure out the phrasc that makes
them respond. (Teachers, choose a phrase at the
beginning that would be the proper response for the
puppet to answer.)

3. Try to guess the magic phrase, if they are wrong then
the puppet goes to the next person for them to guess.

4. Think about what they would like to know about
children their age in Afghanistan.

5. Ask the question: What do they think Afghan children
will ask them?

6. Write a letter to an imaginary new friend from
Afghanistan.

7. Begin the letter with “Assalaamu alaikum.™

8. Include information about their hometown and what
they think the children might want to know.
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Subject:

Objective:

Materials:

Procedure:

Ready, Camera, Action
Three-Five
Social Studies

Students will be able to understand some of the political campaign
techniques.

* Two handouts

Students will:

1. Work in groups 1o create a storyboard for a 60-second
television commercial for a well-known historical
figure such as George Washington, Abraham Lincoln,
or Thomas Jefferson.

2. Receive multiple copies of the storyboard for this
activity.

3. Identify the office the candidate is running for, the
audience they would like to reach with their message.
and what they want voters to know about their
candidate, before beginning.

4. Make up slogans for their candidate and include in their
ads some of the candidate’s views and qualifications.

5. Act out their commercials for the class, using their
storvboards as guides.

6. Evaluate one another’s ads by completing the Be Ad
Smart handout





[image: image10.png]Use this page to study the
secret meaning of

a candidate’s television
advertisement and to find out
the storv behind the story.
Write your answers on the back
of this page.

Name of Candidate

Position he or she is
running for

1. Does the candidate appear in the ad? If so, what is he or she doing?

N

. Do any other people appear in the ad with the candidate? if so what is their
part in the ad?

. What did you learn about the candidate’s stand on issues?

. Whart did you learn about the candidate’s qualifications for public office?

. Did the candidate try to influence your opinion of his or her opponent?
If so, in what way?

. Were music or sound effects important to the overall impression of the ad?

. Was the setting important to the overall impression of the ad?

N

W

e

. Does the ad use any special slogans to get the candidate’s message across?
. What group of people did the makers of this ad want to appeal to? For example,
was this ad aimed at all voters, younger voters, women, senior citizens?

O

10. What special images or props were used?
11. What impression did you have of the candidate from viewing this ad?
12. Do you think this is the impression the candidate wanted you to have? Explain

47
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Subject:

Objective:

Materials:

Procedure:

“Let Me Tell You About My State!™
Three-Five

Social Studies

Students will be able to develop an awareness and show
knowledge of geography and climate of Alabama, historv of
Alabama, State symbols and tourism'places to visit. government-
parts that comprise government and how it works, economy/
manufacturing/natural resources, and population and distribution
of Alabama, and the “why™ of distribution

¢ Information sheets on Atabama
* Writing and drawing utensils

Students will:

1. Receive information on Alabama.

2. Write up various questions about Alabama

3. Discuss the questions submitted about the state.

4. Draw a map of Alabama, explaining certain important
aspects.
Discuss the important aspects of Birmingham, which is
identified on the map.

o
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No state flag existed from 1819-1861. On January 11, 1861, the Secession Convention passed a
resolution designating a flag designed by a group of Montgomery women as their official flag.
This flag has often been referred to as the Republic of Alabama Flag. One side of the flag
displayed the Goddess of Liberty holding in her right hand an unsheathed sword: in the left a
small flag with one star. In an arch above this figure were the words "Independent Now and
Forever." On the other side of the flag was a cotton plant with a coiled rattlesnake. Beneath the
cotton plant are the Latin words: "Noki Ae Tangere," (Touch Me Not). This flag was flown until
February 10, 1861. when it was removed to the Governor's Office after it was damaged by severe
weather. It was never flown again

From March 4. 1861 until General James H. Wilson's occupation of Montgomery in April 1865, a
Confederate National Flag was flown, either the First National Flag or the Second National Flag.

After the end of the Civil War, the United States Flag was used for all official occasions.

The present Alabama State Flag was authorized by the Alabama Legislature on February 16,
1895, by act number 383. According to the Acts of Alubama, 1895 the statc flag was to be a
crimson cross of St. Andrew on a field of white. The bars forming the cross were not to be Icss
than six inches broad and must extend diagonaily across the flag from side to side. The act does
not designate a square or a rectangular flag

Display - According to the Acts of Alabama, 2001-472: "(a) Each facility of building located in
this state that is affiliated with any department or agency of the state and supported in whole or in
part by public funds, shall prominently display the Alabama State Flag, in accordance with
appropriate flag display protocol. on a flag pole or flag poles located near the main entrance of
each facility or building. Any facility or building that is not in public view or open to the general
pubiic, or is used only for storage or other warehouse purposes, may be exempt from the
requirements of this section at the discretion of the director or chief official of the department or
agency.

"(b) Unless otherwise acquired pursuant to gift, donation, or other means, the flags and flag poles
required by this section shall be purchased by the applicable department or agency within three
vears after August 21, 2001."

Under an Act approved September 26, 1923, the flag of the State, as well as the flag of the United
States, is required to be displayed every day on which school is in session, at all schools in the
15
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Salute - Flag of Alabama [ salute thee. To thee [ pledge my allegiance, mv service, and
my life.

16




[image: image18.png]The Alabama Great Seal

In 1817 when William Wyatt Bibb was appointed Govemor of the brand new Alabama territory,
Bibb realized he needed an official seal for his commissions and other state papers. With
permission of President Monroe and a law adopted by Congress, the territorial governor was
authorized 10 select a design for a seal. Governor Bibb felt the best seal would be a map of the
territory showing its rivers. [t also showed the ternitories (now states) surrounding it.

By 1819, when Alabama became a state, the territorial seal was designated by the first legislature
as the state seal. The state seal remained unchanged for 50 vears, until the Recontruction period
when a Republican legislature abolished the seal and had a new scal made. [t consisted of the
shield of the United States seal and on the seal was an cagle. In the beak of the eagle was a scroll
that had the words "Here We Rest”. Around the new emblem were placed the words "Alabama
Great Seal”. This seal was used for 71 vears to authenticate official documents and letterhead

In 1939 a bill was introduced by the legislature to restore the original seal as the Great Seal of
Alabama. When the bill came up it was approved unanimousiy by the Senate and the House.
Governor Frank M. Dixon approved the new law and the Secretary of State had a new Great Seal
created. Actno. 20
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Words by Julia S. Tutwiler
Music by Edna Gockel Gussen

1

Alabama, Alabama,

We will aye be true to thee,

From thy Southern shore where groweth,
By the sea thine orange tree.

To thy Northern vale where floweth
Deep and blue thy Tennessee.

Alabama, Alabama

We will aye be true to thee!

2

Broad the Stream whose name thou bearest;
Grand thy Bigbee rolls along;

Fair thy Coosa-Tallapoosa

Bold thy Warrior, dark and strong.
Goodlier than the land that Moses

Climbed lone Nebo's Mount to see
Alabama, Alabama,

We will aye be true to thee!

3

From thy praries broad and fertile,
Where thy snow-white cotton shines.
To the hills where coal and iron

Hide in thy exhaustless mines.
Strong-armed miners—sturdy farmers:
Loyal hearts what'er we be.

Alabama, Alabama,

We will aye be true to thee!

4

From the quarries where the marble
White as that of Paros gleams
Waiting till thy sculptor's chisel,
Wake to like thy poet's dream;

For not only wealth of nature,
Wealth of mind hast thou to fee
Alabama, Alabama,

We will aye be true to thee!

5

Where the perfumed south-wind whispers,
Thy magnolia groves among,

Softer than a mother's kisses

18




[image: image20.png]Sweeter than a mother's song;
Where the golden jasmine trailing,
Woos the treasure-laden bee,
Alabama, Alabama,

We will aye be true to thee!

6

Brave and pure thy men and women,

Better this than corn and wine,
Mzke us worthy, God in Heaven,
Of this goodly land of Thine;
Hearts as open as our doorways,
Liberal hands and spirits free,
Alabama, Alabama,

We will aye be true to thee!

7

Little, little, can I give thee,
Alabama, mother mine;

But that little—-hand, brain, spirit,
AllT have and am are thine.
Take, O 1ake the gift and giver.
Take and serve thyself with me,
Alabama, Alabama,

1 will aye be true to thee.
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Objective:

Materials:

Procedure:

Why Do We Have an American Flag?
Three-Five

Social Studies

Students will be able to discuss their feelings about being alone
versus being with other people. Discuss the ways in which people
in the United States idenuify with their country and with other
people in the country. Hypothesize what it would be like if ail the
states were actually distinct countries, with their own languages,
food. etc. Discuss the significance of a national flag. View and
describe a few flags from around the world. Design a new
American flag, using ideas about the United States.

* Drawing utensils
o Construction paper

Students will:

1. Answer the question: What do they like and dislike
about working and plaving by themselves?

2. Answer the question: What are the good and bad things
about being alone?

3. Answer the question: What do they like and dislike
about working and plaving with other people or on
teams?

4. Create a new American flag that the President of the
United States has asked them to design. (The flag
should show scenes or svmbols that depict their ideas of
what makes the United States interesting.)
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Materials:

Procedure:

Living Through a Drought
Three-Five

Social Studies

Students will be able to look at a drought map of Afghanistan and
discuss the causes of the drought, compare a drought map with a
political map, and discuss the impacts of the drought on the
people.

* Afghanistan, Land in Crisis map
* Internet connection (optional)

Students will

Look at the drought map and tell you what they see.
Tell what parts of Afghanistan are the driest

Tell what type of plants would grow in such places.
Tell what animals would live in a dry area.

Find cities or towns on the map and, using the legend,
discern which cities are the driest.

Answer the question: How they think the residents of
Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan, get their drinking
water?

DR
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Grade Level: Three-Five
Subject: Social Studies
Objective: The students will be able to recognize states by

reading a map.

Materials:
e Map of the United States
e Activity sheets
e Pencil

Procedure:

1. Each student will be given an activity
sheet with a picture of nine states and a copy
of a map of the United States.

2. The teacher will ask the students to look at
the map of the United States to write the
name on the picture of each state shown on
the activity sheet.

3. The first student to complete the activity
correctly will receive a prize.

2
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