Alabama Community Education Association – 2017-2018 Award Forms 

This document contains 8 pages with a total of 12 award categories and a final page of 

submission rules and information! 
I. 
Gold Star Advisory Council Award 

Purpose: 


ACEA recognizes that Advisory Councils are an integral component of the community 

education concept. In an effort to recognize the outstanding service rendered by Advisory 
Councils, ACEA has established a special Gold Star Award to be presented annually to each 
Advisory Council that complies with certain minimum standards as adopted by the Association's 
Board of Directors.  ACEA has established this award as an incentive to develop strong lay 
participation and involvement in local community education programs. 

Directions: 


Each Advisory Council wishing to apply for this special award should complete the 
enclosed application according to the stated guidelines. Documentation of each standard is 
important in the evaluation process. Framed certificates will be awarded to each Advisory 
Council which meets the ten criteria. 

Guidelines for Gold Star Advisory Award 

A. 
The Advisory Council President and Community School Coordinator should complete the Gold 
Star Award application with a narrative description for each question contained in this application. 
Attach additional pages for comments as needed. 

B. 
Documents and materials should be included with the application to support each 
question 
(i.e. copies of minutes, brochures, goals, surveys, etc.) 

C.
All applications should be received no later than February 2, 2018
D.
This application should reflect activities from January 2017 to December 2017. 

E.
All Advisory Councils that fully comply with the minimum standards, in the judgment of  
the Awards Committee, will be designated as Gold Star Advisory Councils and will be 
appropriately recognized during the annual meeting of the Alabama Community Education 
Association. 

Advisory Council Standards
Your Advisory council must show evidence of meeting each of the following ten standards:

1.
The council held regularly scheduled meetings during the reporting period. 
Documentation needed: Attach copies of minutes of all meetings. 

2.
The council has a membership reflective of a representative cross section of 
community residents. 


Documentation needed: Attach copies of membership roster, including representative 
category (housewife, senior citizen, businessman, service club representative.) 

3.
The council had an average attendance of at least 60% at regularly scheduled 
meetings by regular members. 


Documentation needed: List dates of each meeting, number of members present at 
each meeting, and total number of members on council. 
4.
The council has adopted bylaws or general operational procedures for the council.


Documentation needed:  Attach copy of bylaws.
5. 
The council had involvement in setting goals, objectives or priorities during the 
reporting period. 


Documentation needed: Describe specifically how the council has participated in setting 
goals, objectives or priorities and if possible make reference to minutes of specific 
council meetings. 

6.
The council holds a Group Membership in ACEA and/or at least five individual council 
members may hold Individual or Advocate ACEA Memberships. 


 Documentation needed: Please list the names of all advisory council members who hold 
membership in the Alabama Community Education Association. 

7.
The council had involvement in identifying community needs. 


Documentation needed: Describe specifically how the council has participated in identifying 
community needs and if possible make reference to minutes of specific council meetings. 

8.
The council had involvement in at least one special project designed to improve the 
quality of life or learning within the community. 


Documentation needed: Describe the project and explain specifically how the council was 
involved.  Attach any supporting documents relating to the project. 

9.
The Council had involvement in evaluating community education programs and 
activities. 


Documentation needed: Describe specifically how the council has participated in evaluating 
community education programs and if possible make reference to minutes of specific council 
meetings. 
10.
The Council had participation of at least two advisory council members in one or more 
in-service training programs designed to promote a better understanding of the 
community education philosophy. 


Documentation needed: Give specific instances of advisory council members participating in 
in-service training programs. Tell how many members attended what training and on what 
date.  
_________________________________

      ____________________________________ Signature of Advisory Council President

        Signature of Community Education

 






        Coordinator, Director, or Program Assistant

ACEA Awards

Guidelines and Criteria 
II. 
ACEA Peggy Spain McDonald Bright Idea Award 



ACEA will recognize, through an engraved plaque, the Best Idea that has been 
implemented and found to be successful by community education coordinators, directors, and 
program assistants. The idea must have been implemented after January 1, 2017. 



This award is named in honor of Peggy Spain McDonald, who in the early 1970's was 
the driving force behind the implementation of community education in Alabama. 


By introducing the program to community leaders in the Birmingham-Jefferson County area, 
and by working to establish the Center for Community Education at the newly formed 
University of Alabama in Birmingham, Ms. McDonald played the key role in establishing 
community education in Alabama.

 Criteria for Bright Idea Award 

1.  Originality/creativity of idea 


2.  Statewide or local applicability of the project 


3.  Number of people, ages, agencies, etc. involved in the project

4.  How "idea" enhanced community education 

5.  Ongoing application of "idea" and results 


6.  Person applying must be a member of ACEA 


Guidelines for Bright Idea Award 

1.  Each entry must be accompanied by sufficient documentation to support the success of the 
     idea when implemented. 


2.  Each entry must be accompanied by one, but no more than three, letter(s) of support. 

3.  A one-half page summary sheet should accompany each entry.  Include the name and 
 
     address of the coordinator / director. 


4.  Limit application to five pages. 


5.  Recognition for the best idea will be given. 

III.
The Bob Richey G.R.E.E.N. (Growing Roots for Environmental Education & Nature) 
Activity Award


The G.R.E.E.N. award will recognize, through an engraved plaque, One Activity that 
has been implemented which has a significant impact on the environment or focus on nature. 
The idea must have been implemented after January 1, 2017 through a Community Education 
or Extended Day Program.


This award is named in honor of Bob Richey, who was very instrumental in 
establishing 21st Century Community Learning Centers statewide through state funding to 
further promote after-school and summer enrichment programs. With a master’s degree in 
Zoology and a strong connection to nature, Bob was known for his love of the outdoors. In his 
years at the Alabama Department of Education, Bob not only wanted children to enjoy the 
environment, he was a strong advocate for all children to have a nurturing and loving 
environment that community education fosters. 


Criteria for G.R.E.E.N. Award 

1.  Originality/creativity of activity

2.  Statewide or local applicability of the project 


3.  Number of people, ages, agencies, etc. involved in the project

4.  Focus on nature or impact on environment

5.  Ongoing application of "activity" and results 


6.  Person applying must be a member of ACEA 


Guidelines for G.R.E.E.N.  Activity Award 

1.  Each entry must be accompanied by sufficient documentation to support the success of the 
     activity when implemented. 


2.  Each entry must be accompanied by one, but no more than three, letter(s) of support. 


3.  A one-half page summary sheet should accompany each entry.  Include the name and 
 
     address of the coordinator / director. 


4.  Limit application to five pages. 


5.  Recognition for the best activity will be given.

IV.
ACEA Charles Stewart Mott Award 


This is the highest award made by ACEA in memory of the person who started 
community education in Flint, Michigan in the 1930's. Charles Stewart Mott, who once 

stated "Let us be known by our deeds," left a 1egacy far greater than the General Motors 
Corporation he helped found. The Mott Foundation continues to this day to be a national and 
international leader in promoting democratic ideals, which include community education, 
grass-roots citizen participation, and global awareness of man and his close relationship to the 
good earth.



ACEA will recognize through an engraved plaque, outstanding contributions to the 
overall purpose of the organization and to the furtherance of community education. There will 
be one annual award presented to the person, organization, institution or agency inside or 
outside the field of community education who/which has made the largest contribution to a 
local program or the statewide program. 

Criteria for Mott Award 


1.   Services rendered and impact at the local or state level 

2.   Contributions in support of activities or programs


3.   Media involvement.


4.   Commitment of nominee (ongoing, short-term)


Guidelines for Mott Award 


1.   Documents and material should be included with the application to support each criterion. 


2.   The application must reflect activities from January 2017 through December, 2017. 


3.   A minimum of three letters of recommendation is required. 

4.   All criteria must be supported in essay format. 

5.   Limit application to five pages. 

V.
Distinguished Service Award (non competitive). 



ACEA will recognize those retiring from May 1, 2017  –  April 30, 2018 with fifteen  


or more years of service to community education. Recognition will be in the form of a plaque. 


If you are eligible for this recognition, please submit your name as you want it to appear on 
the plaque, your date of employment, and date of retirement. Nominee must be an ACEA 
member. If you know of a colleague who is eligible, you may submit his/her name. 

VI. Volunteer of the Year - Regional Award - North/Central/South 

All regional winners will become nominees for the State Volunteer Award. 

Alabama Community Education Association members may nominate one or more candidates from their region for this award, ranging from a youth to a senior. Individuals qualifying for this award are those who volunteer in the school on a regular basis. 

Region: ____North   ____Central   ____ South           School System :_________________________ 

Nominee:_______________________________________ 
          Phone_______________________

Address:__________________________________________________________________________ 





     
Age of Nominee:_______   If a student, name of school he/she attends:________________________ 

ACEA member submitting application:_______________________     Email___________________
Name(s) of school(s) in which volunteer serves:__________________________________________
Grade level/area served (Mark "X" as appropriate) 


_____ Kindergarten 


_____ Grades 1-3

_____ Grades 4-6


_____ Middle School/Junior High
_____ Senior High

_____ Adult


_____ Exceptional Education

_____ Guidance

_____ Other

Number of volunteer hours of service from January 1, 2017 to December 30, 2017:____________ 

Number of years of volunteer service___________   Average hours of weekly service____________
List services provided by the volunteer to Community Education
Describe in detail why this volunteer should be selected as regional or state volunteer of the year for services provided to Community Education. (Limit your response to two pages.) 

VII. Extended Day Director of the Year - Regional Award - North/Central/South 

All regional winners/or the Extended Day Director will become nominees/or the State Extended Day Director of the Year. 

Region: ____ North   ____Central   ____South        School System:___________________________

Nominee:_____________________________________            Phone:_________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________________________ 
Name of School:_______________________________
      Number of Children Served________

ACEA member submitting application:__________________________   Phone:_________________

1.  Describe the primary responsibilities of the individual nominated. By definition, the Extended Day  

     Director is the individual based at the school who is primarily responsible for the day to day  

     operation and maintenance of the after school program. 

2.  Describe in detail why the nominee makes the after school program a success. 

3.  List new ideas, programs, etc., that the nominee has implemented in his/her school that have
     proven to be successful. 
4.  List statements of supporting evidence from individuals that work with the nominee concerning 
     why the nominee is an effective leader. 

5.  Please summarize in a final paragraph why this individual should be selected at the regional 
     Extended Day Director of the Year. 

VIII. 
Principal of the Year - Regional Award - North/Central/South 

* All regional winners for Principal of the Year will become nominees for State Principal of the Year. 

Region: ____North   ____Central   ____South 
School System:___________________________ 

Nominee:_____________________________________          Phone:__________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of School:____________________________________________________________________           
ACEA member submitting application:________________________     Email:__________________ 








Describe in detail why this Principal should be selected as Regional Principal of the Year based on service provided to Community Education. The Principal of the Year State Award will be selected from the three regional winners. The candidate for this award should be dedicated to Community Education, and he/she should have initiated or implemented activities that would promote the concept of Community Education in his/her community school.(Limit your response to two pages.) 

IX. 
Superintendent of the Year - Regional Award  -  North/Central/South 

Region: ____North   ____Central   ____South         School System:___________________________
Name of Superintendent:_____________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:____________________ Email: _________________________________________
ACEA member submitting application:______________________________    Phone:____________  
Describe in detail why this Superintendent should be selected as State Superintendent of the Year based on services provided to Community Education. The Superintendent of the Year State Award will be selected from the three regional winners. The candidate for this award should be dedicated to Community Education, and he/she should have initiated or implemented activities that would promote the concept of Community Education in his/her community school.(Limit your response to two pages.) 
X   Student Worker of the Year - Regional Award - North/Central/South 

* All regional winners for Student Worker of the Year will become nominees for State Student Worker of the Year. 
Region: ____North   ____Central   ____South 
School System:___________________________ 

Nominee:_____________________________________          Email:__________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of School:____________________________________________________________________           

ACEA member submitting application:________________________     Phone:__________________ 








Describe in detail why this Student Worker should be selected as Regional Student Worker of the Year based on service provided to Community Education. The Student Worker of the Year State Award will be selected from the three regional winners. The candidate for this award should be dedicated to Community Education, and he/she should have initiated or implemented activities that would promote the concept of Community Education in his/her community school.(Limit your response to two pages.) 
 XI. Teacher/ Teacher Aide of the Year - Regional Award - North/Central/South 

* All regional winners for Teacher/Aide of the Year will become nominees for State Teacher/Aide of the Year. 
Region: ____North   ____Central   ____South 
School System:___________________________ 

Nominee:_____________________________________          Email:__________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of School:____________________________________________________________________           

ACEA member submitting application:________________________     Phone:__________________ 








Describe in detail why this Teacher/Teacher Aide should be selected as Regional Teacher/Teacher Aide of the Year based on service provided to Community Education. The Teacher/Aide of the Year State Award will be selected from the three regional winners. The candidate for this award should be dedicated to Community Education, and he/she should have initiated or implemented activities that would promote the concept of Community Education in his/her community school.(Limit your response to two pages.) 

XII. 
Outstanding Benefactor Award Purpose: 

ACEA will recognize, by a certificate, legislators and contributors who have made significant 
contributions to community education. 

Guidelines for Benefactor Award 


Any ACEA member who would like to recognize a legislator or contributor with this award 
must: 


1. Submit a one-half page explanation of why you feel this person should receive the award. 


2. Make only one nomination. 


3. Nominate only a legislator or contributor who resides in your district. 
Rules for 2017-2018 Awards
1.
All nomination forms and support materials must be received by the Awards 
Chairman 
no later than Thursday, February 2, 2018
2.  
All nominations must be made by current ACEA members. If you attended the ACEA 
Conference last year you are a current ACEA member. 
3. 
Mail, fax or email one copy of all nominations and supporting documents to the addresses

 
and/or number below.

4.
Award applications will be judged on the merit of the application submitted, and may not 
necessarily be given each year.

5.  
All nominations and supporting documents must be sent to:


US Mail: 

Felicia Simpson

Service Grants & School Partnership Coordinator

College of Education


The University of Alabama


101 B. Carmichael Hall


Dean’s Office


Box 870231


Tuscaloosa, AL 35487

Nominations may be e-mailed in word format to:


fmsimpson@ua.edu 

For questions, clarifications and verifications please contact:


Felicia Simpson

205-348-9751 
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